Annual meeting of NordYrk network, June 11, 2026

Time: 15.00

Location: JAMK University of Applied Sciences, Jyvéskylé, Finland

Chair: Hannu L.T. Heikkinen, University of Jyvaskyl4, Fintand

Secretary: Charlotte Arkenback Sundstrém, University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Agenda

1.

2.

The meeting was declared open by Maarit Virolainen.

The agenda of the meeting was approved.

Election of the chairman of the annual meeting.

Hannu L.T. Heikkinen was elected chairman of the annual meeting.

Election of the secretary of the annual meeting.

Charlotte Arkenback Sundstrém was elected secretary of the annual meeting.
Election of verifiers of the minutes (and vote counters).

Jéhannes Arnason and Camilla Bjérk-Aman were elected adjusters of the minutes and
vote counters.

. Strategy document.

The strategy document was presented by the chairperson of the NordYrk steering
committee, Maarit Virolainen. The document was displayed during the meeting and
participants were invited to submit comments and suggestions to the steering
committee.

The strategy document was approved.

. Activity report 2025-2026.

The activity report 2025-2026 was presented by the chairperson of the NordYrk steering
committee, Maarit Virolainen. The report included information about the steering
committee, steering committee meetings, preparations for the NordYrk 2026
conference and other activities carried out during the year.

The activity report was approved.
Activity plan 2026-2027.

The activity plan 2026-2027 was presented by the chairperson of the NordYrk steering
committee and approved.




During the discussion, participants highlighted the importance of:

e increasing the visibility of research resources and links on the NordYrk website,
e continuing support for emerging researchers and doctoral students,

e strengthening dialogue with policy-makers and authorities regarding vocational
education and training,

e further developing NordYrk’s role as a Nordic voice in VET research and
development,

e strengthening collaboration with international VET research networks.
9. Report: Nordic Journal of Vocational Education and Training (NJVET).

Per Andersson, editor of NJVET, presented ongoing work related to the journal, including
publication activities, workshops organised during the conference, applications for
external funding and efforts to increase the journal’s visibility.

The annual meeting took note of the report.
10.1 Presentation of the nomination committee’s work and proposal.

Jorunn Dahlback, chair of the nomination committee, presented the committee’s work
and proposal for the Steering Group and the Nomination Committee.

10.2 Election of the Steering Group 2026-2028.

The nomination committee’s proposal for the Steering Group 2026-2028, including
doctoral student representatives, was accepted and approved.

11. Election of the Nomination Committee 2027-2028.

The proposal for the Nomination Committee 2027-2028 was accepted and approved.
12. Information about future NordYrk conferences.
12.1 NordYrk 2027

Katarina Kérnebro presented information about the NordYrk 2027 conference, which
will be hosted by Umed University, Sweden, on 9-11 June 2027. The conference theme
will be “Embracing Diversity”.

12.2 NordYrk 2028

Information regarding ongoing planning for NordYrk 2028 was presented. Trondheim,
Norway, is the expected location for the conference.

13. Otherissues.
No other issues were raised.

14. Meeting closure.




The chairman thanked the participants and closed the meeting at 15.40.
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